CHAPTER XIII
ALIMENTARY SYSTEM
(ESOPHAGUS
Inflammatory Changes, The oesophagus is the part of the
alimentary canal which is least frequently the seat of inflammatory
change. Lined by squamous epithelium and adapted to bear without
injury the rapid passing of food over its surface, it has marked powers
of resistance and is comparatively seldom the seat of primary bac-
terial invasion. Acute catarrhal and even pseudo-membranous
inflammations have been described in connection with various infec-
tive fevers, but they are relatively rare; the extension of the lesions
of diphtheria from the fauces to the upper part of the oesophagus may
be mentioned as an exceptional occurrence.
Phlegmonous inflammation is due to the entrance of pyogenic
organisms into the mucous arid submucous coats, and may some-
times spread widely. It may result from spread of suppuration from
the fauces or from other neighbouring parts, e.g. from the larynx
affected by suppurative perichondritis. It may develop in con-
nection with an ulcerating carcinoma or may be set up by an impacted
foreign body. Inflammatory change is not infrequently caused by
swallowing hot or irritating fluids, and severer degrees are met
with in the case of caustic substances. The latter produce effects -
according to their nature and concentration. When concentrated,
they produce necrosis in varying degree; when more dilute, the
result is rather of an inflammatory nature. The caustic effect is most
marked on the summits of the longitudinal folds, but in severe cases
it may extend deeply and a considerable part of the wall may be
destroyed. In cases where recovery occurs, the dead material is
gradually separated and liberation follows, which may be of chronic
nature, and ultimately stenosis may result. The effects of the various
caustics correspond with those in the stomach (p. 567).
Chronic catarrh is favoured, as elsewhere, by the presence of
passive congestion. It is common in alcoholism, and there is often
opacity along the summits of the longitudinal folds. Circumscribed
patches of thickening and opacity, known as kukopkkia, occur in
the same conditions, but the causation is often obscure, They
consist mainly of thickened epithelium.
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